LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE

The question put to me three years ago by Mr. Marsden
was: Had I any objection to the application of part of the build-
ing for the Register of Deeds after the officers of the Four
Courts were fully provided for? And I cannot but think that
the directions to the architect to fit up for the register what-
ever rooms he thought fit to require, without paying any
attention whatever to the officers of the Courts, and deluding
me by sending to me plans not intended to be carried into
execution, are not only unjustifiable but had so direct a ten-
dency to degrade me personally in the view of the people of
this country, that I could not have continued in Ireland with
the hope of retaining a shadow of respect if I had tamely sub-
mitted to it. Throughout life, however, it has been my rule
of conduct always to look prospectively rather than retro-
spectively; and in Ireland I have more particularly found the
wisdom of this rule. If, therefore, those accommodations shall
be afforded to the officers of the Pour Courts which ought to
have been provided for them before it was attempted to put
up a single board for the accommodation of die Register, I
shall be disposed to forget the impropriety of what has been
done and to consider "All well that ends well." Your
Excellency will, I hope, not think that I have been too strong
in anything I have said on this subject. My first application
was to Mr. Marsden, who thought fit to treat it with a levity
which I could not but resent; and I expressed myself to him
personally in pretty strong language in the presence of Mr.
Long and the Chief Baron. But finding this had no effect,
I applied to Mr. Long, and perceiving it was attempted to
mislead him, I thought best to apply directly to your Excellency
and till I did so nothing was done.

I hope your Excellency will excuse the incorrectness of a
letter written with much difficulty and that your Excellency
will be assured that I consider your active interference on this
occasion as an additional proof of your personal kindness to me.
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